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Wilson, Wenona

From: Wilson, Wenona
Sent: Friday, August 30, 2013 10:52 AM
To: 'Richard Ellmyer'
Subject: REMOVE

 

 

From: Richard Ellmyer [mailto:ellmyer@macsolve.com]  

Sent: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 4:41 PM 

To: Interested Parties 

Subject: Three Down Three To Go. Another Marketplace Decision Withdraws Coal Terminal At Port Westward 

 

Thirty million tons of Powder River Basin coal will NOT annually be polluting the Columbia River Gorge National 

Scenic Area nor anywhere else in the Pacific Northwest because another coal investor, Kidder Morgan, has withdrawn 

interest in building a coal terminal at Port Westward.* The marketplace speaks again. 

 

I have long made the argument that the marketplace would be the dominant controlling force in determining the 

fate of proposed coal exports through the Pacific Northwest. Grey's Harbor, Coos Bay and now Port Westward have 

all withdrawn their business proposals to build coal terminals due to investor choice not elected officials, nor 

government, nor non-profit environmental organizations' law suits. 

 

Another sight we will not see is the job marauders writing fantasy guest editorials, angry letters to the editor, hostile 

emails and belligerent online comments decrying the audacity of coal investors for denying them jobs. This gang 

was quite noisy when it came to assailing other citizens with a different point of view, many of whom would lose their 

jobs and their businesses due to coal exports. But these my-job-is-more-important-than-your-job blue-collar snobs 

disappear and crawl back under their rocks without so much as a whisper of contempt for the coal investors who 

actually have real economic power and decided NOT to invest in "their" coal jobs.  

 

We also need to be wary of those few paid staff "leaders" of non-profit environmental organizations who were afraid to 

challenge legislators and the congressional delegations of Oregon and Washington to stand up against coal exports and 

yet will now try to bestow upon themselves undeserved acclaim for corporate marketplace motivated decisions. 

 

The fight for the soul of the Pacific Northwest is NOT over. Put down the champagne. The Columbia River Gorge 

National Scenic Area is still in danger of becoming a coal chute. Promoting the mining, sale, export and burning of 

taxpayer owned Powder River Basin coal remains an immoral and dangerous policy leading to irreversible and 

disastrous climate change. 
 

We urge governors Kitzhaber and Inslee to do everything in their power to "persuade" coal investors that shipping PRB 

coal through the cleanest and greenest part of America is a loosing business proposition. 

 

We urge president Barack Obama to do everything in his power to "persuade" coal investors that there is no future for 

coal in America and that the United States government will NOT aid and abet the mining, sale and export of coal for 

burning in any foreign county. 

 

We urge coal investors to consider the wise business decisions made by their colleagues in Grey's Harbor, Coos Bay 

and Port Westward. Coal is a bad investment. 
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Richard Ellmyer 
Certified Oregon Change Agent by governor John Kitzhaber 
Chair, North Portland Coal Committee 
http://www.goodgrowthnw.org 
http://www.facebook.com/northportlandcoalcommittee 

Climate Change Is Simple - David Roberts 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=pznsPkJy2x8#! 

Greenpeace, The Coal Conspiracy 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=Txf5_vYJuzw 

Eric de Place on Coal 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mLz0Bf78qE8&feature=youtu.be 

Bonnie Meltzer on Coal 
http://earthfix.opb.org/multimedia/video/portland-activist-uses-her-art-to-protest-coal-exp/ 

Northwest citizens express their NO Coal views. Click to start each video. 
Portland NO Coal Demonstration August 18, 2012 
Columbia Riverkeepers NO Coal Northwest 
 

 

*http://www.oregonlive.com/environment/index.ssf/2013/05/kinder_morgan_drops_plans_to_b.html#incart_river 

http://portlandtribune.com/pt/9-news/151957-kinder-morgan-pulls-coal-project-out-of-port-westward- 

 

 
Note to readers: 
The message above is not sent from a listserve nor is it sent to a permanent list. The recipients of this personal email have been chosen on an ad hoc basis. If you are not interested in the political nature 
of this communication then you need only reply to the sender with REMOVE in the subject and you will be removed from my address book. There is no point in trying to communicate with folks that 
are not interested in public policy. It is counterproductive. 
 
The First amendment to the Constitution of the United States of America not only guarantees American citizens free speech but also the right "to petition the government for redress of grievances." This 
means that elected officials are not required to respond to or even read, listen or view citizen communications. But it does mean that elected officials cannot preemptively stop citizens from 
contacting them by any means, be it by visit, phone, package, letter, email or marching in front of their offices.  
 
In the twelve years that I have been writing and publishing these commentaries about our community better than 99.5% of those receiving my "Interested Parties" emails are, in fact, interested. The 
numbers range from a handful to many thousands depending on the issue of the day. 
 
The Controlling the Assault of Non-Solicited Pornography and Marketing Act of 2003 also known as the CAN-SPAM Act of 2003 specifically exempts political speech. It was authored by senator 
Ron Wyden. A call to his staff will clarify this legislation. Over the last nine years only a handful of the most egregious commercial violators have successfully been tried and convicted. The law did not 
work as many of us who helped develop it had hoped. Spam, as defined in this act, is an international problem which requires an international solution. Signed emails with true headers whose content is 
related to government and politics that the receiver considers "bothersome" are not spam. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


